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part of almost every Christian office. In the Church of England it is commanded to be used only in the Sacrament of Baptism, when the newly signed person is baptized with the sign of the cross, in token that hereafter he shall not be ashamed of CHRIST crucified ; and perhaps in the Sacrament of the Eucharist, where it may be implied in the direction, that the priest shall lay his hand on the bread and wine when he consecrates them. The Church, in the constitutions of 1603, has a long canon (the 30th) on this subject, wherein it is said : " The HOLY GHOST, by the mouths of the Apostles, did honor the name of the cross, being hateful among the Jews, so far that under it he comprehended not only CHRIST crucified, but the force, effects, and merits of His death and passion, with all the comforts, fruits, and promises which we receive or expect thereby. Secondly, the honor and dignity of the name of the cross begat a reverend estimation even in the Apostles' times, for aught that is known to the contrary, of the sign of the cross, which the Christians shortly after used in all their actions ; thereby making an outward show and profession, even to the astonishment of the Jews, that they were not ashamed to acknowledge HIM for their LORD and SAVIOUR, who died for them upon the cross. And this sign they not only used themselves, with a kind of glory, when they met with any Jews, but signed therewith their children when they were christened, to dedicate them by that badge to His service, whose benefits bestowed upon them in Baptism the name of the cross did represent. And this use of the sign of the cross was held in the primitive Church, as well by the Greeks as by the Latins, with one consent and great applause. At which time, if any had opposed themselves against it, they would certainly have been censured as enemies of the name of the cross, and consequently of CHRIST'S merits, the sign whereof they could no better endure. This continual and general use of the sign of the cross is evident by many testimonies of the ancient fathers. Thirdly, it must be confessed that in process of time the sign of the cross was greatly abused in'the Church of Rome, especially after that corruption of Popery had once possessed it. But the abuse of a thing doth not take away the lawful use of it. Nay, so far